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At bedtime last night nephew called to asl^f he could lay a heave' rap on me. 'trans- 
lates into English easily,, Left we wide awake for a while, so abed I laid a heavy think on 
me and came up with a few notions * 

Agaev asks a superficially reasonable question, from his new pose of reasonableness* 

Why should anyone want to know what is going on inside Demo Hq? One inference is they are 
so far behind it is unnecessary, that ^ixon is a shoo-in. So, aside from the obvious reasons 
for the caper, 1 got to thinking about that. 

hat to the known tapping, we have the guy in charge 



rith relations 



h the state organizations* How that is particularly interesting for several 



reasons* There are, of course, many phones that could have been tapped* It appears that 
some selection was made* G*B is a natural* Assume that there were only those of which we 
know, his and this, then why this of all the phones for the second tap? 

The answer comes from Agnew. Nixon is a shoo-in* So, why tap at all and if you tap, 
why tap the guy in charge of the state relations, an endeavor seemingly consistent with 
what was stolen and copied from G'B’s files? Because the Republicans actually call themselves 



say so ttmmselves* 

In turn, this rather limits the origin of the planning of the caper. It is hardly a 
revanchist Cuban interest to spy on the state parties* They believe and -° a xker seems to have 
said it on the record to the NTTimes that what they did is an act of patriotism. They are 
looking for REDS* Hot in relations with the states but in high national-committee policies 
and people, 1-icG himself, for example. 

So, what thinking Agraew through can lead to Is the conviction that this caper could 
have originated only in the highest GOP levels and was not spontaneous or haphazard of 
revanchist-inspired and limited to low-level, non-policy people* And there is nothing in- 
consistent with what we already know, with the overt connections of Liddy and Hunt, their 
employment at the time the thing started* Or, one might say, For «home They Toll Bells* 



Especially Colson’s boy Hunt* (Who just happens 



the only one deposed who sought to 



avoid the photographers* In turn, this suggests to me rather strongly that he is the one 



who represented himself as **ohn Bailey’s nephew* The Star appears to have picked 
up from Today but not to have carried or tried to have carried it further* Spoke 
last night . ) 



to JOS 



story 

V0I2 



The Democrats seems to have taken pictures of the device in place and to have released 



them xor a secona-day story. 



This 



can be taken as a suspcious tiling or as an indicateion they 



took the film to the comer drug store for processing* A n any event, it was on T v x last 
might, along with an interview with one of the guys interviewed when the original equipment 
was discovered* (Clyde Wallace, of The Spy Shop* He sells the stuff . } He told CBS the device 
was old stuff. Went out with the hoop skirt, it seems* Again we have the some diversion, the 
same lack of thought. iA e also said it was obvious, that anyone could detect it. Same comment. 

What one isn 1 t obvious to the expert? Who would install one at such a place and not dream 
that if there was a sweep it would not be by an expert? One of tw'O things would appear tp be 
in the minds of the tappers: the Demos would not think they were tapped, and anything would be 
safe of they would suspect and sweep, in which event nothing would escape detection* Withthis 
reasoning we are back at the initial point on any installation: will it work. The devise is not 
really that old and there is no question but that it did work* There is the answer, then* It 
did its job* 

Carryting this further, taking Wallace's expert word that the s fluff is not up-to-date, 
why would leas than the most modern device be used? A number of conjectures are reasonable* 

One is that the tappers had experience with it and knew it was dependable* Their prime interest 
should have been in this, dependability* (incidently, Wallace did not say and seems not to 
have been asked if this were the kind of device that converts the phone into a bug*) 

Now, let us take again the fact that this is dated equipment* Let us also take as a 
beginning poMt that cost was not a major object but security of the tappers was* If the tap- 
ping were to be by someone not currently in the business, his or their appearance at any of 
the limited number of sources would attract attention and might lead to police interest* It is 
against the law. So, 
attention this way. 



it ;ould therefore seem that an additional interest was in attracting no 
Chat suggests that they would use what they had, if they had anything. 




Of course, any old-timey spook can have a couple in his pocket. hut of those involved, 
we have one for whom in the past they may have been GI, government issue. hcOord did this 
kind of work for Doth the FBI and the CLu He should have had a supply on hand all the time 
in both Jobs. This mind ol tiling is not subject to closest accounting scrutiny, (Digression 
on this from recollection of a story told me by the late father of the heavy-rapping nephew. 
He was a government mechanic, when ho went to the supply room to drawwliat he'd need on a Job, 
anu used only orthodox supplies, he always drew everything he expected to need. That is, a 
bit of this and a bit of that in excess to cover all contingencies, 
usually be stuff left over. His first couple of efforts to return i- 
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gave ic up. There is a new economics, 
than it costs to buy them, so they are 
on regular supplies drawn for regular use 
tive items like tapping and bugging equipment , } 

With this line of theorizing, although McCord is 



Thus there would saaaa 
were frustrated so he 
more to run supplies back through inventorj r 



to be discarded. Thus there can always be 



Tliis, 



a suprlus 

think, would apply particularly to sensi- 



, one 






ossicle 



the “most likely to have such stuff 
Doth Hunt and Liddy also had a supply 



in current use, might eliminate one or both as +he source. Further beai 
the source and the possibility of his source as government is his oreser 



device, when it 
bearing on McCord 
ice. He i s the 
meant he had to 



iron his past and current work, 

of government devices from previous work. Tinas, checking the date of 
wac 

as the 

only non-Cuban inside the offices and caught. With five men tiler 
Have had a special purpose. That, pretty obviously, would seem to have been installing. 

For example, he is not known to have had pictures and Barker is. I think the same is true 
of th. money. So, the need for his presence seems to have been limited to his skill. 

So, we have two advantages to using old stuff aside from the impossibility of fracing it 
One is the installefs familiarity with it. Another is its known dependability. The greater 
the mineraturization the greater the likelihood of mechanical or electrical trouble developin 

A side comments At the time Edward Bennett 'Williams represented one of the Vegas figures 
involved with obby Baker I had reason to be in his outer office when Arthur Krock was 
mere, inis story was about to break, that is, the story of the FBI's tapping an an entire 
hotel, practically. They had, as i recall, six trunks to that hotel's lines. One of the 
tilings Williams had krock was examining. I said six trucks. i think there were more and that 
there were six agents working around tho^clock servicing the taps. Anyway, what Krock was 
examining was basically the same in size and appearance as what was in the photograph on TV 
last night. (Too early for today's paper. I got up early to com it this to paper.) 

One can postulate pretty much the same about Walter Sheridan, by the way. His day in 
the government is farther back and his most famous government work is tapping on Hof fa® So, 
iie also could have had government issue tapping devices. 

if anything used traced back to government, if it could be traced, ana particularly if 
xo the 38BI, it would seem that those on the caper might see added advantage in it. That is, 
if the caper were detected, the FBI would do the investigating and if nothing else lung it 
up finding its own equipment used might be expected to .All the FBI would have to do in 
this case is saspect its own stuff was used. Or could have been. 

On Sheridan' s capacity lor such a tiling- knowing that all taping was prohibited by 
the court, he nonetheless went into a hew Orleans courtrppm wearing a hidden FM bug with 
which to tape the entire proceedings. The signal did not have to carry far, to a station 
truck outside the building or the trunk of his own car. Be got caught and that didn! t worry 

him. For did it prompt him to quit. I rather suspect that when he came to see me and took 

almost no notes he was so wired. 

As soon as I could after seeing the CBS Wallace interview I phoned "oe Volz at the 
Star. He was interested in the possibility that government stuff was. used, but I doubt to 
the point of doing anything® So, we talked about other tilings. He was unaware of the Knight 
stories HR had sent from their Inquirer, originating with their Miami Herald. And NOT because 
they don't ge the Herald. He is on this story and hasn't read them! Now he will! 

The reporting sure is enterprising! He hadn't even analyzed the 3 a rker interview in the 

-imes. They carried it. He admits there was nothing in it at all but the fact that Barker was 
interviewed. more, that if can be a diversion, the partiotic Barker shouldering the responsibil 
of ids patriotic chief. Sdmit; coincidence of Miami indictment, timedto when Barker wouldbe 
chargee and ehis and more would be known anyway. ..He hadn't even thought the Bailey cover 
story through, hadn't tried to figure which man went there, or eliminated Cubans, not, seeming 
had anyone asked O'B to make an identification. Great Journalism! 
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add 0 Robert Sole appeared on Today, in the same half-hour spot as O'Briend. did 
yesterday., again questioned by Bill "onroe, Monroe did NOT say that he and other GOPs 
had refused to appear yesterday with 0*B. Instead he made it appear that this was an 
equal-time thing, because O'B had been on yesterday. With the time offered yesterday there 
was no obligation. But NBC went ever farthur. On the hourly news they used footage two 
days old but pro-1 Republican, from the evening news of the day before yesterday, footage 
apparently made the nignx before that, less than red-hot news. Non Hessen then interviewed 
Agnew , who was holy as hell and pure as the Acropolis, In essence it said there was nothing 
to allegations of GOP involvement, pretended the USAytorney is onething quite independent 
of ohe Republican administration, and made it seem that there was persecution in even 



jgesting that msi reaving this to the independent tJ.S.Atty was not enough. Be 



went iarvhur 



lat it nobody xrom the hierarchy was not indicted, that would be 



su£ 

with this guile, saying 
proof of innocence! 

^ When x -onroe raised the question of -Justice not letting O'B known what had been stolen, 
ole said this was in the interest of preserving the rights of the defendants! No questions, 
ne carried tnis mrther, saying that if the Perns ran a proper office, they' d know what 
was missing, for all the world as though they could know what had been photographed without 
s .eMLing© N o questions. -~e inferred this is prooi the -bams don t keep straight records* And, 
01 course, all those involved are "self-starters". All ajprties have them. He got so carried 
away, deadpan as he appears, that ne even said the plot "didn't succeed". No questions. He 



then described the Caper as 



great story" but "not a political issue". No questions. But 



first with McCord* s employ- 



onroe did go into, or try to go into, the money several times, 
meat by che Creeps (CEP). Dole's answer, nonetheless not a Republican operation (they did 
no i/ go into Biddy and Stans here), Tgose 40 calls from barker alone? Still not a Republican 
operation (the calls were to CHP). More self-starting, here including finance counsel. Wjftat 
is mm real issue c Such tilings as now much money the Kennedy fann.lv has or lias not viveu to 
the democratic campaign, and that they will be getting into (as the GOPs take the initiative 
soon^ o On the 14,000 again, was ne in an awkward position? Well, the koney was sort of 
( floating around alx ulie nine. But yes, n was a view a r d (inference because of distortion;, 
monroe compared vO-tn his charges that O'B nad a loose operation, Dole's earlier needling, 
isn t that floating ¥114,000 loose operation, N 0 , m ems are ]_ 00seo GOPs merely need a little 

LI we have all the 
my cion t -'-epubs take this out of politics? 
dolecjs unquestioned answer is that there .is this grand fiury and the FBI investigation, 
and they an not partisan, but the House Banking Committee report, that was partisan. And 
on the special prosecutor, "I haven't seen any names". No doubt Role didn't because HcG 
used those of two prominent Republicans. Neither of the right. Dole is suddenly taken with 
the need to preserve the rights of the accused. The charge is "burglary". That is a serious 
crime. 

Pertinent to ray pre-daylight comment that the tiling seems to be to influence the select: 
oi the congress in this "ew majority operation, Hou Cannon has a column in today's Post on 
what he says Nixon calls Campaign x en 0 lj -e concludes that there is loca.l unhappiness in the 
studied detaenment of Nixon from the * L epublican identification, including even the de-emphasi 
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tightening up. Tighter than D eES now. Special prosecutor? No, not "until 
i acts , which , natch, the GOP will produce. Why don t Repubs take this 



on 



on t*ne RatP-om ana exapn on uRP. Nixon got together 
on this buj with_oost registrations (new esp but 



independent and- 

14 . 



em. ne 






ders in WH recentl 



y to 



appealing for 



re-elected ixon seeks to bi 



UJLXU. cl 



so old; not being Repub, largest new 
■Hose votes, hence detachment. So, liile to get 

’ epul 



personal following, there is no sign of building a 



majority, one oi me ways of influencing local elections where the President can't carrj 
one slate is oy the Kind oi scandal the eavesdropping could have produced or fabricated 
and from the knowledge it could have produced. 




